
BLUE RAIDERS SPORTS REPORT OCT 10 TO OCT 15 

BY LARRY ETTER  

  Regular seasons for fall sports teams are rushing towards the end and a few 

Middletown Area High School squads are aiming for District 3 playoffs.  It all 

comes down to the Power Ratings established by the P.I.A.A. and, with a crowded 

District 3, those ratings are the key to post-season play.   

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 

  The girls volleyball team continued its winning ways last week, picking up a pair 

of victories that improved its overall record to 12-4 and had the Blue Raiders 

sitting in 12th place in the district rankings.  

Middletown 3, Central Dauphin East 0 

  Lisa Huber’s team swept C. D. East on Tuesday, October 11, winning the three 

sets with scores of 25-12, 25-20 and 25-14.  Lily Bannister led the way with 6 kills, 

1 block, 3 aces and 4 digs.  Addie Huber followed with 3 kills, 5 aces and 8 digs.  

Kaley Hileman recorded 2 aces, 5 assists and 2 digs and Kenadee Hileman had 3 

aces, 7 assists and 3 digs in the victory.   

Middletown 3, Boiling Springs 0 

  Another 3-set sweep gave the Lady Blue Raiders their 12th victory of the season.  

The Raiders rang up scores of 25-13, 27-25 and 25-16 in the win over the Boiling 

Springs Bubblers on Thursday, October 13.  Leading the way was Huber with 9 

kills, 5 aces and 7 digs.  The Hilemans teamed for a combined 22 assists while 

Bannister recorded 8 kills and 3 blocks.  Also leading were Lena Jones and Maddie 

Fox with a combined 12 kills, Maddie Breen with 12 digs and Morgan Flaig with 6 

digs, all of which showed the depth of the Middletown team.   

BOYS SOCCER 

  As a followup to the previous week’s boys soccer action, the Blue Raiders won 

two of three contests from October 3 to October 8.  The Raiders topped visiting 

East Pennsboro on Monday, 10/3 with a 2-1 victory.  Jacob Hernandez scored his 

first goal of the season early in the contest, but the Panthers tied the score on a 

penalty kick later in the first half.  Midway through the second half David Hinojosa 

booted in the game winner off an Adrian Delgado assist. The defense shut out the 

Panthers the rest of the way to secure the win.  



  At Trinity on Wednesday, October 5 the Blue Raiders posted a hard-fought 1-0 

win over the Shamrocks.  The winning goal came following a long free kick by 

goalie Jordan Miller that Landon Keyser headed to teammate Hernandez. On the 

play Hernandez beat a Trinity defender and drilled the ball past the Shamrock 

goalkeeper for the goal.   On Thursday at home the Blue Raiders hosted Oley 

Valley in a non-league contest, but came up on the short end of a 2-1 decision. The 

visitors posted a 2-0 lead in the first half, but the Raiders played a much better 

second half, scoring their lone goal on a 30-yard blast by Tyson Leach halfway 

through the second half.  But they would get no more, missing on several scoring 

opportunities in the late minutes.    

Bishop McDevitt 3, Middletown 1 

  On Wednesday, October 12, the Crusaders scored early off a rebound of a save by 

goalkeeper Jordan Miller but the Blue Raiders answered with a 30-yard shot by 

Tyson Leach in the first half. The Crusaders scored again to take a 2-1 lead at 

halftime.  The hosts scored again in the second half and shut out the Raiders the 

rest of the way.  

Middletown 1, Susquehanna Township 1 (OT) 

  The Middletown soccer team got to play on the big stage at War Memorial Field 

on Homecoming Saturday in front of a big crowd, but the tense game ended in a 1-

1 tie after regulation and two 10-minute overtime periods.  Jacob Hernandez scored 

for the Blue Raiders in the first half, his 3rd goal of the season, to give the home 

team the early lead.  But visiting Susquehanna Township scored on a penalty kick 

a few minutes later to knot the score at 1-1.  Neither team would score through the 

balance of the first half, nor through the 40-minute second half.  Despite many 

chances the Raiders came up empty through both extra periods and had to settle for 

the draw.   

FIELD HOCKEY 

  The girls’ field hockey team had three matches last week, winning one for its fifth 

victory of the season.  On Saturday morning, October 15, the Lady Blue Raiders 

defeated visiting Lebanon High School 1-0 at home.  Prior to that the Raiders lost a 

pair of matches to Camp Hill and Boiling Springs.  Despite the two losses head 

coach Cynthia Raney is very happy with the progress of her team.  Heading into 

the busy week the team had recorded another 1-0 win over Hanover.  



  “We played a beautiful passing game and created several offensive passing 

sequences that were beautiful to watch. Our players really came together and 

worked as a team,” Raney said, adding, “They trusted in one another, made some 

great tactical adjustments to shut out Hanover.”  With just two seniors on the team, 

the future looks bright for Middletown Field Hockey.  “The coaching staff is so 

proud of the improvement we have seen over the past 8 weeks,” Raney said.   

CROSS COUNTRY 

  The Mid Penn Championships were held on Saturday, October 15 at Big Spring 

High School.  According to Middletown coach Jody Wenrich the event was the 

only qualifier for the PIAA District 3 races scheduled for October 29.  “Three 

athletes ran well enough to qualify for districts; Kalie Brown, Travis Kramer and 

Marco Ortiz-Sanchez,” Wenrich reported.   

GIRLS TENNIS 

  Middletown’s Lena Emigh was the lone Blue Raider to qualify for the PIAA 

District III, 2A championships that were held on Friday, October 14 at Hershey 

Racquet Club.  Unfortunately, Emigh had to go against the district’s number one 

seed Mila Gassert who defeated Emigh in two straight sets with 6-0, 6-0 scores. 

Gassert moved on to the semi-finals with a win over Mia Schraeder of Camp Hill.   

GIRLS SOCCER 

  In girls soccer action last week the Lady Blue Raiders split a pair of division 

games, beating Susquehanna Township 3-0 on Monday, October 10, but dropping 

a 2-3 decision against Bishop McDevitt on Wednesday, October 12.  With the 

results the Middletown team finished the week with a 5-6-1 record in the division 

and an overall record of 8-8-1 as the squad is vying for a berth in the post-season 

playoffs.   

 


